Few things connected with medical education in this country are more striking than the total indifference on the part of examining boards, as to whether those to whom they grant their diplomas possess even rudimentary knowledge in the facts and principles of this science. Candidates for the licence to treat disease in the human species are required to know minutely the anatomy and physiology of plants, and of the textural changes produced by disease in man it is not cared how ignorant they may be. Youths are peremptorily required to be "thoroughly up" in that which, in nine hundred and ninety-nine of a thousand cases, their subsequent lives will afford them no opportunity of employing, namely, a knowledge of the mode of life of vegetables ; they may luxuriate in deficiency, more or less complete, of that on which much of their utility as practitioners of medicine must hereafter depend, namely, a sound knowledge of the nature, sequence, and influence of the anatomical changes preceding, accompanying, or following the development of disease. Hence it is that in no department of medical science does ignorance so generally prevail as in morbid anatomy?a fact of which illustration is too often publicly afforded by evidence given in the courts of law, and (more innocently in respect of consequences) by the "reports" of ambitious tyros in the pages of our medical journals.
As Examining Corporations neglect morbid anatomy?as they do not accord it its due weight and importance as an element of practical education?the majority of medical schools, of course, care not how profoundly ignorant their alumni may remain of its mysteries. The prospectuses of some schools make no mention of the subject at all. Conscious of their deficiency in the reality, the conductors of these establishments make no attempt to produce the semblance of giving instruction in its principles. In the announcements put forth by other schools, instruction in morbid anatomy is advertised by the teacher of some one or two other branches (of which branches, be it remembered, he has scarcely time to expound the facts) ; and the advertised promise is kept by the chance introduction, some twenty times or so during the course, of allusions, sufficiently profound and mysterious, to John Hunter and coagulable lymph. We does, of their being invested with synovial membrane, as of a fact concerning which no doubt may be entertained. Now the truth is, that it is very doubtful whether these bodies are produced outside the synovial cavity in any instance, and certain that in many cases such is not the locality in which they originate. Dropsy of the joints (hydrarthrosis) Dr. Gross sets down as the invariable result, when it exists, of chronic inflammation.
We do not know this idea to be incorrect, but we believe it to be so; and unquestionably all the ordinary attendants on inflammation are wanting in many cases of the affection.
Dr. Gross's chapter on diseases of bone is, on the whole, good. He justly understands by the word exostosis " simply a bony excrescence, similar in its structure to the osseous tissue in the normal condition.
Nothing, it seems to me, can be more unscientific than the classification of Sir Astley Cooper; who has described under this head some of the most malignant diseases to which the bones are subject." In the justness of this criticism of Sir Astley Cooper's classification we most heartily concur. The perusal of Dr. Gross's book leaves, on the whole, a favorable impression on our minds. He may not be a man of first-rate abilities, but he is zealous and honest. On the one hand, he gives no evidence of originality in research or in thought; and on the other, he is unquestionaby deficient in that critical faculty which is essential for the successful sifting of collected materials. But we, nevertheless, willingly admit that he deserves great credit for having executed his labours so well; we receive his book with thanks, and, looking on it as a transition work, we recommend it as the most complete and, on the whole, the least defective compilation on the subject in the English language.
